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Francisco Flores took over as President of El Salvador in an inaugural ceremony June 1. In his
inaugural address, Flores promised to stimulate economic growth and job creation to alleviate the
poverty that affects more than half the population. While most of his critics gave him the benefit
of the doubt and 100 days to show results, some suggested the Flores administration would be five
more years of the same policies followed by his predecessor Armando Calderon Sol.
Flores, 39, is a philosopher and economist, a former university professor, and former president of
the Legislative Assembly. He is a member of the conservative Alianza Republicana Nacionalista
(ARENA) and is the third successive president elected from the party since 1989.
Like Calderon Sol, Flores outlined an ambitious reform program upon taking office as president.
Calderon Sol's master plan for the economy stressed macroeconomic progress, dollarization of
the currency, and entry into the global economy largely through stimulus of the export sector (see
NotiSur, 1995-05-18).
Long before he left office, Calderon Sol had abandoned his master plan and any expectation that
poverty would be significantly reduced in the near future. With a year to go in his presidency,
he turned instead to fighting crime and improving public access to potable water (see NotiCen,
1998-06-18).
While hardly renouncing Calderon Sol's macroeconomic goals, Flores played them down in his
speech and devoted most of his remarks to social programs, with special emphasis on education as a
way to eliminate economic inequalities. He also stressed the need for improvements in public health
announcing the creation of a special council to guide healthcare reform. Other areas to undergo
reform are the judicial system and public security.
To improve trade he called for greater efforts to move forward with the stalled free-trade agreement
between the Northern Triangle countries (Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador) and Mexico (see
NotiCen, 1998-10-01).

Cabinet choices criticized
Flores' cabinet is a mix of technocrats and ARENA stalwarts. Francisco Jovel, coordinator of the
opposition Farabundo Marti para la Liberacion Nacional (FMLN), viewed the cabinet choices as
heavily weighted in favor of ARENA's traditional political and economic tendencies. Jovel said there
was nothing really new in the selection and that the cabinet was more "makeup" than a makeover.
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Some critics focused on the appointment of Mario Acosta to the Interior Ministry. Acosta is
considered the most polemical hard-liner from the Calderon Sol administration. Also singled
out for criticism was Francisco Bertrand, Minster of Public Security and Justice. Bertrand is the
former superintendent of finances in Calderon Sol's administration and has no experience in public
security. Mauricio Sandoval, named director of the National Civilian Police, was formerly director of
the national intelligence agency. Sandoval's pro-government propaganda activities during the civil
war led to accusations that he helped instigate the murder of six Jesuit priests, their cook and her
daughter in 1989 (see NotiCen, 1993-03-26).
Rodolfo Cardenal, vice rector of the University of Central America (UCA) said, "You cannot have
a person who has incited murder in charge of the National Civilian Police." While some ARENA
opponents worried about right-wing appointees, political analyst Roberto Turcios noted that most of
the ministers, whose average age is 43, were not directly involved in the civil war of the 1980s or with
the party's notorious founder Roberto D'Aubuisson. Turcios pointed out that Flores was the first of
the three ARENA presidents to omit mention of D'Aubuisson in his inaugural speech.
El Salvador's economy is considered one of the most stable in the region because of low inflation
and strong growth rates, but some economists say Flores is facing a possible recession due mainly
to high interest rates that threaten to stifle growth. While both the opposition and the business
community generally showed a willingness to give Flores a chance to make good on his economic
promises, critics were less charitable with his anti-crime proposals.
Flores promised that his public-security plan would reduce crime by 60% within two years. The
plan, some of which has already gone into effect, includes round-the clock police foot patrols, police
presence in buses and in high-crime neighborhoods, and community outreach that will feature a
newly created Patrullas de Intervencion Policial (PIP), whose job it will be to maintain close relations
with the public.
The plan also includes creation of a task force to combat organized crime. The armed forces
will continue to work with the PNC patrolling in rural areas. The longer-term proposals include
structural changes in the police force, greater efficiency in the security and judicial systems, greater
cooperation between police and the courts, and rehabilitation of criminals, The project encountered
criticism from the left opposition for paying too little attention to the root causes of crime. FMLN
legislators said the plan was doomed to fail because of such omissions as concrete proposals to
lower unemployment and to protect witnesses in criminal cases. [Sources: El Diario de Hoy (El
Salvador), 06/01/99, 06/02/99, 06/03/99, 06/04/99, 06/08/99; Notimex, 05/30/99, 06/01/99, 06/13/99]
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